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Hearing on Tomato Production Costs 


A hearing on the cost of production of fresh tomatoes was 
held before the U. S. Tariff Commission on June 25 and 26. 
Appearing on behalf of the petitioners for an increase in the 
present rate of duty on imported fresh tomatoes were represen- 


tatives of the Florida East Coast Growers Association and other 
growers’ organizations in south Florida; Florida Chamber of 
Commerce; Growers and Shippers League of Florida; Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation. Opposing the petitioners were 
representatives of the West Coast Vegetable Association of 
Arizona; Chamber of Commerce of the West Coast of Mexico; 
chambers of commerce of several southwestern cities; New 
York importers of Mexican tomatoes. 

The statement prepared by the Commission's experts showed 
considerably larger costs of production in Mexico as compared 
with Florida for the 1925-26 and 1926-27 seasons. Much of 
this difference is apparently due to the larger percentage of 
culls from Mexican tomatoes, the average for Mexico being 63 
per cent and for Florida 15 per cent. 

Florida witnesses claimed that the two seasons selected by 
the Tariff Commission for investigating costs were not represen- 
tative, and that the Commission should include the 1927-28 sea- 
son, when Florida suffered losses from rain, frosts, and other 
climatic conditions. Individual cost of production figures were 
submitted by several witnesses, but these were attacked on the 
ground that they were not sufficiently comprehensive. 
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It was brought out in the hearing that since the introduc- 
tion of the Marglobe variety of tomatoes in Florida, losses from 
disease have been greatly reduced, and the Florida interests 
claimed that if the Mexican growers also introduce disease-re- 
sistant varieties, the percentage of culls would be reduced and 
the cost of production correspondingly lowered. 

On the second day’s session, a Nogales packer and shipper 
of Mexican tomatoes testified that the Commission's report is 
fairly representative and that no improvement in yield of 
marketable tomatoes is anticipated in Mexico, since it is of the 
utmost importance for them to maintain a high standard of 
quality. He expressed doubt that introduction of the Marglobe 
variety will solve the Mexican problem, as that variety has not 
been found to stand the long haul from Mexico to important 
United States markets. He also expressed the belief that if 
Florida growers organize, establish a clearing house, properly 
control shipments to markets, and put on an advertising cam- 
paign to increase tomato consumption, there would be no seri- 
ous question of competition and no need for an increase in duty. 

He urged that proper consideration be given to the fact that 
it is largely United States capital that is interested in the fresh 
tomato business on the Mexican Coast. 

On the basis of the preliminary statement prepared by the 
Tariff Commission it does not seem that the Commission can 
recommend an increase in duty unless it decides not to accept 
the heavy Mexican loss from culls as representative of present or 
future conditions. 


France Strictly Enforcing Marking Regulations 

The recent experience of an exporter of sardines in which 
the French customs authorities held up a large shipment from 
the United States because it was not marked in conformity with 
the French regulations again emphasizes the absolute necessity 
of complying with these regulations if trouble and expense are 
to be avoided. 

According to reports to the Foodstuffs Division of the Bu- 
reau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, the French govern- 
ment is enforcing these marking regulations very strictly and 
allows no exceptions whatsoever. Shipments to France, in or- 
der to secure entry, must bear the embossed mark “Etats Unis 
d’Amerique.” To indicate the strictness of the enforcement pol- 
icy, it is stated that a proposal to solder on the can a brass label 
bearing these words was rejected by the French authorities as 
not being in strict complince with the law. 
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Progress in Survey of Can Sizes 


Replies have been received from more than 700 of the 2,800 
canners to whom the Division of Simplified Practice of the De- 
partment of Commerce sent questionnaires in connection with 
its survey of sizes of cans used in fruit and vegetable canning. 

According to Mr. P. H. H. Dunn of the Division of Simpli- 
fied Practice, who is conducting the survey, when all replies are 
received, a tabulation will be made, according to the size of the 
can, showing the use that each can receives. If the returns in- 
dicate a need for simplifictaion, the industry will draft a tenta- 
tive simplified list of sizes of cans, which will be presented to 
all interests of the industry—producers, distributors, and users 
—for formal consideration. A general conference will then be 
called of these interests for formal acceptance of the simpli- 
fied practice recommendation. 


Canned Foods Exports in May 


Exports of canned foods in May were featured by increases 
in the total shipments of canned meats and canned vegetables, 
but a decrease in those of canned fruits. Decreases in shipments 
of beef and sausage were more than offset by the increased ship- 
ments of canned salmon and sardines. Shipments of apricots 
and pineapples nearly doubled those of last year, but this gain 
was more than offset by decreases in the shipments of canned 
peaches and pears. Canned milk products were fairly compara- 
ble to those of last year, with only a slight increase in shipments 
of evaporated milk, and a decrease in those of condensed milk. 
Detailed figures, as compiled by the Department of Commerce, 
are given below: 


Be 
Canned vegetables, total 
Condensed milk 
Evaporated milk 
Canned fruits, total 


eal Pineapple 
mon 
Sardines ‘4 289, 811 


Imports of Canned Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 
Imports of canned tomatoes in May were somewhat larger 
than in April, and 2,000,000 pounds greater than in May last 
year. Tomato paste imports were about 100,000 pounds over 
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those of April, and 275,000 pounds less than in May, 1927. The 
figures for the first five months of 1927 and 1928 follow: 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
Pounds Value Pounds Vv 
9,296,877 $494,207 1,445,927 

314,841 936,467 


5,813,162 


2,318,596 
583,266 


$84,272 
436,923 
539,099 


1,876,945 4,261,156 


Business Conditions 


Measured by check payments, the dollar volume of trade 
during the week ended June 28 was greater than in either the 
previous week or the corresponding week of last year, accord- 
ing to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. 
Wholesale prices showed a fractional gain in the general index 
over the preceding week, being higher also than a year ago. 

Loans and discounts of Federal Reserve member banks 
were lower than in the previous week, but higher than a year 
ago. Loans to brokers and dealers by Federal Reserve member 
banks in New York City were smaller than in the preceding 
week, but higher than a year ago. Interest rates on time money 
averaged higher than in either prior period. Interest rates on 
call loans averaged higher than in either the previous week or 
the corresponding period of 1927. 

According to the Federal Reserve Board's summary of busi- 
ness conditions, industrial production continued during May in 
about the same volume as the three preceding months. Whole- 
sale and retail trade increased in May and the general level of » 
commodity prices showed a further advance. Security loans of 
member banks, which were in record volume in May, declined 
considerably during the first three weeks in June. Conditions 
in the money market remained firm. 


Volume of freight car loadings increased further during 
May, but continued smaller than during the corresponding month 
of either of the two preceding years. Loadings of miscellaneous 
commodities, however, which represent largely manufactured 
products, were larger in May this year than in that month of 
any previous year. 


1927 lue 

1,515 

369 

271,830 1,287,965 121,256 

1,609,823 589,699 

J 12,060,694 666,405 219,000 

February 7,000,498 446,298 56,268 

Total 92,946,682 420,602 
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CAR LOADINGS 
Mercha 


Total Miscellaneous and L.C 
Week ended June 16 003, 398,472 269,233 
Preceding week 386,084 256,094 
Corresponding week, 1927 .... 392,556 268,464 
Corresponding week, 1926 .... 1,036, 643 382,257 259,660 304, ‘836 


Truck Crop Markets 


The combined carlot movement of 30 leading fruits and 
vegetables increased to 21,700 cars during the week ended June 
23, which is 1,000 more than the preceding week but 2,000 less 
than a year ago, according to the U. S. Market News Service. 
Lighter shipments of watermelons, peaches, oranges and canta- 
loupes account for most of the shortage compared with last sea- 
son. Potatoes, tomatoes, and western fruits are moving much 
more actively than in the early summer of 1927. 

Prices of potatoes and peaches showed a downward trend. 
Tomatoes were in better position in Texas and Mississippi ship- 
ping points, but prices declined in city markets. String beans, 
mostly from Virginia, sold at $1.50-$2 per 5-peck hamper in 
eastern markets, while seven-eighths bushel baskets from Gulf 
states brought $1-$2. Bushel baskets of green corn from Texas 
ruled at $1.75-$2.75 and Alabama crates were jobbing at $2- 
$2.25. Bushel baskets of green peas from various states were 
bringing $1-$2. First shipments of pears were reported from 
California and Oregon. Movement of western cherries and 
plums was heavy. Shipment of summer apples increased to 36 
cars, but the season is late. 

The Southern California tomato season is now open. South 
Carolina, Ohio, and Arkansas are becoming active. Western 
Tennessee expects a heavy crop as conditions there are quite 
favorable; shipments are about to start. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
June Total this Total last Total 
seasonto seasonto last 
June 23 June 25 season 


Carrots (1928 season) .. 
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Mixed vegetables 
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(a) Unavailable 
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Truck Crop Prospects 


Truck crops in Delaware, Maryland and Virginia have not 
done well, according to the June 25 report of the agricultural 
statistician of the Department of Agriculture. The season has 
been late. Asparagus was severely attacked by the beetle, to- 
mato plant beds are late, and there is a general shortage. To- 
mato planting extended late into June, which means a late crop. 
The pea-canning acreage is apparently somewhat larger than a 
year ago, but the yield has not been so good. Acreage is es- 
timated at about 125 per cent of last year, and production at 
about 80 per cent. 

In California the intended acreage of fall tomatoes is esti- 
mated at 17,600 acres, compared with a planted acreage of 20,- 
750 in 1927. 

The condition of specified truck crops in commercial acreas 
on June 15 as reported by state statisticians and growers, with 


comparisons for other dates, was as follows: 
May 25, June 


Snap beans 
Sweet corn 
Tomatoes 
Cucumbers 
Green peas 
Asparagus 


Weather and Crops 


With abundant soil moisture practically everywhere east of 
the Rocky Mountains, crops in general, and especially the cool- 
weather varieties, made fair to very good progress during the 
week ending June 26, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau, 
but continued rains in the interior valleys and Northeast were 
unfavorable for cultivation, with many complaints of grassy 
fields. Warm, sunshiny weather is needed throughout the cen- 
tral and northern portions of the country. In the Northeast it 
was too cool for good growth, but in the Atlantic Coast area 
from Virginia southward the comparatively high temperatures 
and considerable fair weather were favorable. In the east Gulf 
States the first part of the week was mostly fair, but the latter 
part had too much rain and cloudy weather. 

Considerable hail damage was reported from sections of 
the interior, especially in the central and northwestern Plains 
and central Rocky Mountain districts, and considerable bottom 
land was flooded in some central valley sections. Rain is still 
needed in the interior of the Pacific Northwest, but otherwise 
west of the Rocky Mountains conditions were mostly favorable, 
especially for irrigated crops. 


Ave. 
Onions &4 82 77 
; 80 74 78 76 
89 79 78 
74 76 80 74 
68 62 76 75 
85 85 83 83 
88 88 82 


INFORMATION LETTER 1048 


Cuban Vegetable Shipments During May 
Exports of Cuban vegetables to the United States in May 
amounted to 1,965,000 pounds, compared with 296,000 pounds 
during May, 1927, according to a report from the American Con- 
sul at Havana. 


The decline in total shipments of all vegetables this season 
was the result of smaller exports of eggplant and peppers. All 
other items show an increase. Shipments this season began in 
November and reached their peak in March. The exports to 
May 31 during the last two seasons have been as follows: 


1926-27 1927-28 
Commodity Pounds Pounds 
114,231 
3,712,337 
2,126,170 


188,424 407,062 


18,893,784 2,492,066 
3,467,501 6,546,496 
332,687 

16,283,860 

382,019 773,440 


42,718,157 32,788,339 


Grapefruit Prospects in Porto Rico 

The winter production of grapefruit in Porto Rico promises 
to be one of the largest in many years if only a fair percentage of 
the new bloom sets and materializes. An extended drought 
killed the first bloom, but rains late in May brought out the 
largest bloom in the history of the Porto Rican grapefruit in- 
dustry. There will be little or no fruit for the usual July and 
August shipments, and probably only a small amount for Sep- 
tember. 


Proposed New Rates on Cans Suspended 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has suspended until 
February 1, 1929, new rates on tin cans in Illinois and Western 
Trunk Line Territories and between those territories and cen- 
tral territories, which were filed by the Chicago and North- 
western railway and the Wabash railway to become effective 
July 1. 

Refrigeration Rates Readjusted 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has ordered readjust- 
ment of the refrigeration charges on melons and lettuce from 
producing districts in the Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys of 
California, the Salt River Valley of Arizona, and the Moapa Val- 
ley of Nevada, to.destinations in various parts of the United 
States. 


Cucumbers... 
Eggplant ..... 
Lima beans . 
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Increase in Classification of Pickles Proposed 


A proposal to increase the classification on pickles in glass 
or earthenware, packed in barrels or boxes, from fourth class to 
second class, and those packed in metal cans in boxes from fourth 
class to third class, applicable within Western Classification Ter- 
ritory, is docketed in bulletin No. 34 of the Consolidated Freight 
Classification Committee. 


Examiner Reports on Canned Food Rate Complaint 


In the case (Docket 20086) involving rates on canned fruits 
and vegetables from Sumter, Summerton, Manning and Greeley- 
ville, S. C., to points in Southwestern and Central territory, the 
examiner has submitted a report to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission recommending various changes and adjustments 
to remove .preferences enjoyed by competitive shippers to the 
same points of destination. 

The examiner also recommends that the Commission should 
find that the present rates and rating of vegetables in metal cans, 
in boxes, in less-carload quantities in Southern territory is un- 
reasonable to the extent that said rates and rating exceeds fourth 
class, and the southern classification should be corrected to that 
basis. The present rating of fruit, in metal cans, in boxes, in 
less-carload quantities is not unreasonable, the examiner states. 


Open Price Association Report Drafted 


The Federal Trade Commission announces that all the field 
work on its inquiry into open price associations has been com- 
pleted, and that a tentative draft of the report is practically 
finished. The inquiry covers information on the number and 
importance of these associations, the effect of their activities on 
prices, and the nature of their other activities with particular 
reference to alleged violations of the anti-trust law. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 

Bibliography of corn borer.—The Department of Agricul- 
ture has issued as Miscellaneous Circular No. 42, a pamphlet of 
84 pages listing all the more important references to the Euro- 
pean corn borer appearing in European and American litera- 
ture previous to January 1, 1928. 

Cost of producing peas.—In Research Bulletin 83, issued by 
the Agricultural Experiment Station of the University of Wis- 
consin, farm costs and practices in Walworth County, Wis., are 
presented, including data on canning peas. 
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